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3 Approaches to the Past

1. _________________ it

2. ____________ on it

3. ____________ on it

Forget what happened in the past, and do not dwell on events from long 
ago. I am going to do something new. It is already happening. Don't you 
recognize it?                               Isaiah 43:18-19 (God’s Word Translation)

Jesus said to him, "Whoever starts to plow and looks back is not fit for the 
kingdom of God."                              Luke 9:62 (God’s Word Translation)

…but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward 
to what lies ahead...                                                   Philippians 3:13 (NLT)

The Best is Yet to Come!!

How to Ensure the Best is Yet to Come

1. ______________  ____________ above everything else!

I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them 
worthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is worthless 
when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For His sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so 
that I could gain Christ and become one with Him.

Philippians 3:7-9 (NLT)

2. ____________ the Past

9 I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; 
rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of 
making us right with Himself depends on faith. 10 I want to know Christ 
and experience the mighty power that raised Him from the dead. I want to 
suffer with Him, sharing in His death, 11 so that one way or another I will 
experience the resurrection from the dead! 12 I don’t mean to say that I have 
already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But 
I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed 
me. 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on 
this one thing: Forgetting the past…                  Philippians 3:9-13 (NLT)

“Forgetting those things which are behind does not suggest an 
impossible feat of mental and psychological gymnastics by which 
we try to erase the sins and mistakes of the past. It simply means 
that we break the power of the past by living for the future. We 

cannot change the past, but we can change the meaning of the past. 
There are things in Paul’s past that could have been weights to hold 

him back, but they became inspirations to speed him ahead. The 
events did not change, but his understanding of them changed.” 

Warren Wiersbe

3. _______________ to the future

…but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to 
what lies ahead…                                                  Philippians 3:13 (NLT)

4. Keep the ______________ in mind

I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for 
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.       Philippians 3:14 (NLT) 
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